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High-definition (HD) consumer video-electronics equipment will be introduced in increasing quantities into the European market over the next few
years, but Europe is currently lagging behind its global competitors in
development of the underlying technologies. An important aspect of HD is
the availability of suitable storage media and systems. Leading manufacturers around the world are focusing on the innovative Blu-ray Disc
standard as a potential low-cost answer to this need. The goal of the
BLAZE project is to develop flexible integrated circuits, disks and content
provision applications that will enable participants to build a competitive
position in what promises to be a high-growth sector.
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MEDEA+ !2365 is the industry-driven pan-European
programme for advanced co-operative R&D in
microelectronics to ensure Europe's technological and
industrial competitiveness in this sector on a worldwide basis.
MEDEA+ focuses on enabling technologies for the
Information Society and aims to make Europe a leader in
system innovation on silicon for the e-economy.

