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Growing demand for autonomous sensing devices with wireless networking
capabilities is driving a search for generic, low-cost devices capable of
fulfilling both functions within a single package. Existing research in this
area has long been the prerogative of the military and the high-investment
defence sector, with requirements for dedicated functions and secrecy
about the capabilities achieved. The SWANS project is focusing on
developing a generic architecture for wireless sensors based on low-cost
silicon devices and reusable intellectual property. Early beneficiaries of
such sensors range from the European civilian aviation industry to forest
fire monitoring and environmental control.
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MEDEA+ !2365 is the industry-driven pan-European
programme for advanced co-operative R&D in
microelectronics to ensure Europe's technological and
industrial competitiveness in this sector on a worldwide basis.
MEDEA+ focuses on enabling technologies for the
Information Society and aims to make Europe a leader in
system innovation on silicon for the e-economy.

