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Passive safety devices, such as airbags, and antilock braking systems are
now common in cars. Next-generation accident prevention will involve
automatic or semi-automatic systems to warn of the imminence of a crash
or, ultimately, take control of a vehicle to avoid collision. However, this is
only acceptable if the reliability of all control units is absolute. The A409
SAPECS project is focusing on safe data processing in these modules and
ensuring fail-safe intercommunication networks between the modules. It
will establish consensus on electronic architectures and ensure robust
device implementation to ensure even the lowest-cost cars in Europe are
able to meet tomorrow's safety standards.
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